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3.920

SNÆFELLSNES PENINSULA

Population

1.479km2
Municipalities

Fishing industry, administrative

services, agriculture and tourism

Main industry

Stykkishólmur

Grundarfjörður

Snæfellsbær

Eyja- og Miklaholtshreppur

Helgafellssveit

2,5 per

km2



Regional park Snæfellsnes 

for cooperation and sustainable use of 

nature -and cultural herritage in our 

area.

Project owners :

5 municipalities, 

associations of: tourism, 

agriculture and workers 

union in Snæfellsnes



SNÆFELLSNES REGIONAL PARK
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Andi Snæfellsness: Auðlind til sóknar, Svæðisáætlun 2014-2016
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Lava fields

Basalt columns

Flora and fauna

Mineral spring

SNÆFELLSNES PENINSULA

..... Iceland miniature

Lava caves

Nature reservations

Diverse birdlife



SNÆFELLSNES PENINSULA

Tourism increase by 88% in 4 

years... 540% in 9 years...

2010 102.000

2013 163.000

2015 348.000

2016 472.000

2017 589.000

2018 653.000

2019 850.000

2020 Covid

2021 ?

130 tourism businesses

650 employees



Tourism





SNÆFELLSJÖKULL 

NATIONAL PARK

• Est. 2001

• Economic effect

• 392.000 visitors in 2017

• 344 local jobs created

• 670 total jobs

• 14 million euro local direct

economic impact

…Protected areas and 

national parks

Photo: Daniel Bergmann







BUILDING VALUES

Strengthened 

community Natural 

reservation

Innovation

Knowledge 

sharing



SNÆFELLSNES 

SUSTAINABILITY 

PROGRAM



SUSTAINABILITY MILESTONES

Local Agenda 21 

implemented
Snæfellsbær municipality 

implements Local Agenda 21 into 

its operation, first municipality in 

Iceland

2000

2001

Snæfellsjökull national 

park established
To protect and conserve the areas 

unique landscape, indigenous plants, 

animal life and historical relics

First harbor receives 

the Blue flag
Accreditation for fulfilling 

environmental- and security standard

2003



Preparation and 

benchmarking begins
Plans and procedures to improve 

performance

Documentation and methodology

2003

2005

First school receives Eco-

school accreditation
Environmental- and society based

education implemented in study programs

First certification received
Benchmarking shows improvement and we fulfill 

the EarthCheck standard and baseline levels

President and ministers attend a ceremony and 

receive the first certification in Europe

2008

Full time EarthCheck 

coordinator hired 
Sustainability program grows



2011

2013

Snæfellsnes receives 

EarthCheck Gold 

certification
Fifth year of certification 

guarantees a gold certification

Snæfellsnes chosen 

among Global top 100 

sustainable 

destinations
Sustainability initiatives on 

Snæfellsnes become acknowledged 

on international level

2014

European Commission awards 

Stykkishólmur with EDEN 

award (European destination 

of excellence)
Stykkishólmur awarded for encouraging tourism 

while emphasizing on environmental protection



Snæfellsnes Regional 

park established
The extensive future collaboration 

between industries, administration 

and residents formed

2014

2019

Snæfellsnes receives 

EarthCheck Platinum 

certification
Tenth year of benchmarking 

guarantees a platinum certification



KEY PERFORMANCE 

AREAS

• Direct and support for 

sustainable outcomes.

• Measure performance.

• Measure resource use.

• Determine goals.

1. Energy efficiency, conservation and 

management 

2. Greenhouse gas emissions

3. Air quality protection, noise control, 

& light pollution

4. Management of freshwater 

resources 

5. Waste water management, drainage 

and streams 

6. Ecosystem conservation and 

management 

7. Land use planning and development 

8. Transport 

9. Solid waste management

10. Management of environmentally 

harmful substances 

11. Cultural and Social Management 

12. Economic Management 



SNÆFELLSNES 

SUSTAINABILITY POLICY

• Sustainability outcomes

• Local goals of achievement

• Socially

• Culturally

• Economically

• Environmentally

• Share with stakeholders

• Renew each year





Region

al park 

staff

Part time jobs 

from “others”

volunteers

Information

Connect 

people

Develop

ideas

Train and 

inform

Plan 

events

Branding

Finance



Spirit of place



Colors and patterns  

Snæfellsness



... innblástur fyrir mannvirkjagerð og umhverfismótun 



... og innblástur fyrir vöruhönnuði, listamenn, handverksfólk, 

grafíska hönnuði, markaðsfólk o.fl. ...



Destination managing plan 

planning



Branding

Snæfellsness

Key Words

Key
Areas

Key
Sectors

Key Symbols

snæfellsk

Experience

snæfellsk

Geology

snæfellsk

Coast Culture



Partner Meeting

Wester Ross, 25 April 2018

Interesting places 

Interesting places 

for inhabitants and 

guests = available

(work in progress!)

Very important to 

chose well and do 

„our homework“ 



Partner Meeting

Wester Ross, 25 April 2018

Destination management planning Mapping of assets



Snæfellsnes  Visitor center



Storytellers of Snæfellsnes

(peopleoficeland.is)



Tourism in Snæfellsnes

21 from Snæfellsnes– ht17. januar tp://www.markadsstofur.is/

http://www.markadsstofur.is/
http://www.markadsstofur.is/











